
F I N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  - M A R C H  1 7 t h - 1 8 t h  2 0 1 5  -  T O R Q U A Y  



Ecosystem service assessment  
and stakeholder engagement  

in marine governance 

Laura A. Friedrich 
Co-authors: Wendy Dodds, Gillian Glegg, Stephen Fletcher,  

Manuelle Philippe, Denis Bailly 



©Wales Environment Link Marine Working Group 
www.waleslinkmarine.org.uk  

Marine 
environment 

Marine 
ecosystem 

services 

Good marine 
governance 

Human 
wellbeing 

Ecosystem 
service 

assessment 



©Wales Environment Link Marine Working Group 
www.waleslinkmarine.org.uk  

Marine 
environment 

Marine 
ecosystem 

services 

Good marine 
governance 

Human 
wellbeing 

Ecosystem 
service 

assessment 

© Karin Lübs 



©Wales Environment Link Marine Working Group 
www.waleslinkmarine.org.uk  

Marine 
environment 

Marine 
ecosystem 

services 

Good marine 
governance 

Human 
wellbeing 

Ecosystem 
service 

assessment 

© Karin Lübs 



Stakeholder engagement in VALMER 
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Stakeholder interviews 

39 interviews across six sites 
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Stakeholder interviews 

39 interviews across six sites 

 How can ecosystem service assessment support 
marine governance? 



Stakeholder interviews 

39 interviews across six sites 

 How was their experience of working with 
ecosystem service assessment? 
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How was their experience of working 
with ecosystem service assessment? 
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There was a good 
mix of people that 

don‘t normally meet 

„We ended up having a 
dialogue with people 

that we hadn‘t spoken 
to before.“ 

(Poole Harbour stakeholder) 

Ecosystem service assessment 



 Can help get relevant people 
around the table 
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Representative 
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It is a neutral 
and objective 

approach 

“Everyone was 
chipping in” 

(North Devon stakeholder) 

A more comprehensive 
view of human-

ecosystem interactions 

“Everyone was 
learning a bit more 

about the other side 
of things” 

(North Devon stakeholder) 

Ecosystem service assessment 



Inclusive 

 Can support better dialogue and 
relations 
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“It is a wildly 
techy subject” 

(North Devon stakeholder) 

Very 
conceptual 

Difficult to understand 
without academic 

background 

Assessment methods 
are very technical 
and disengaging 

Full of scientific 
jargon 

Ecosystem service assessment 



 Can be difficult to communicate 
 

Ecosystem service assessment 

Needs to be made 
accessible 

Accessible 
information 



Make it real and relevant 

Keep it simple, no scientific jargon 

It takes time 

Understanding the assessment methods is not 
relevant to everybody 

Ecosystem service assessment 
can be made accessible 

Accessible 
information 



 Can help get relevant people around the table 

 Can support better dialogue and relations 

 Can be difficult to communicate – but it can be   
 made accessible 

Ecosystem service assessment 
as engagement tool 



Monetary or non-monetary 
assessment? 
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 Human-ecosystem links and bigger 
picture 
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 Relevant people 

 Better dialogue and relations 

 Needs to be made accessible 

 Human-ecosystem links and bigger picture 

Ecosystem service assessment  
as engagement tool 
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The VALMER and PANACHE projects were selected under the European cross-border cooperation 
programme INTERREG IV A France (Channel) - England, co-funded by the ERDF. 


